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by Joe osorio

After months of planning, Bur-
roughs High School began showing 
visual signs of the modernization 
effort around February 15, with  
“M” hall teachers finding new 
quarters in N Wing and D Wing. 

M Hall is the first hall impacted 
by this modernization. In addition 
to the math classes moving, the 
Activities Office and the Library 
will also be moving as well. The 
Activities Office will now be lo-
cated in C16, while the library is 
being housed in TLC. As for the 
TLC? Students seeking tutoring 
or a quiet place to study will find 
the support they need in Room I-5.  

Are people liking the changes? 
No,” said Math Teacher Bruce Liv-
ingston, although he does admit to 
being very pleased with the “quieter 
air conditioning” in the new room. 

While the N Wing classrooms 

are more familiar to students as 
TLC or temporary PE classrooms 
on rainy days, for decades they 
served as traditional classrooms. 
Nevertheless, they do present 
some challenges for teachers and 
students alike.  

As Livingston points out, “You 
can hear the class next door too 
easily.” The atypical,  hexagon-
shaped hall may lead to distractions 
inside of the classroom, with soft-
wall dividers and cramped spaces 
creating challenges. Classes must 
be at their very best and always be 
the quietest. 

Students are still adjusting to the 
new environment. As Sophomore 
Madisyn Stevens said,  “It’s very 
chaotic.”

Activities Office Secretary Lori 
Cracraft explains she is  “not par-
ticularly” happy with the move.

“It will require a lot of work to 

Finally! Burroughs is on the move with modernization
pack everything up, figure out how 
our furniture, cabinets, shelves, etc 
will fit into the new space, unpack 
and re-organize all while we try 
to maintain the services that we 
provide in a timely manner,” said 
Cracraft.

“Then we will have to do it all 
again when the modernization is 
done and we move back into our 
current office.”

However, Cracraft is fixing her 
sights on the positive -- which is a 
good strategy for everyone. 

“The exciting thing is that we 
should have a nice renovated office 
when we return.” 

The Library will also be relocat-
ing rooms. Librarian Janna Pearce 
said she is excited for what the 
move means for the library and 
is looking forward to receiving a 
wonderful updated modern facility 
including new carpet, new paint, 
new heating and air conditioning 
unit, and so forth. 

While the library staff is focus-
ing on the positive, they do have a 
few things they will miss in their 
temporary TLC quarters, including 
the openness and the windows. 

“We love natural light and our 
new digs don’t have any windows.” 

Advantages and disadvantages 
always linger with updates. One 
silver lining is the spring cleaning 

that the library has undergone dur-
ing the packing process.

“We had a lot of outdated mate-
rials hidden in the library that we 
have been able to clean out,” said 
Pearce. 

As Principal Bryan Auld has 
been reminding staff, the hassle 
will be worth the wait. 

When the dust clears, the paint  
dries, and the fencing comes back 
down, Sherman E. Burroughs High 
School will be in the best condition 
that it’s been in since it was built.

The Blockbuster will continue to 
update students on the progress of 
the modernization effort. 

More BHS students 
are now a-g eligible

Motivated students prepare to 
attend leadership conference

Librarians Janna Pearce and Patty Bell are keeping a positive attitude 
amidst the change, reminding students that the modernization chaos is all 
for a good cause. 

photo by Sawyer Chrisman 

by Monica Floyd

Students who like being in-
volved in their school will have 

scheduled for next month.
CASL teaches students how to 

be a better leaders and gives them 
skills to bring back to their school 
in a matter of three days.

Last year, four students attended 
the conference from Burroughs

Junior Class President Hayley 
Weik has attended the conference 
three times in a row.

“I can honestly say that the 
CASL state conference is a truly 
unique and amazing experience that 
will benefit anyone who attends,” 
said Weik.

While the conference includes 
multiple motivation speakers, the 
majority of attendees’ time is spent 
interacting with the hundreds of 
other students and getting involved 
in fun activities.  

This year Weik and six other 
students will be attending CASL 
April 9-11. 

For most students, it will be their 
first time at CASL, or any leader-
ship conference for that matter. 

Junior Steven Luu is one of these 
students, but Luu has experienced 
leadership roles throughout his life. 
Excited and hopeful, Luu cannot 
wait to learn more about leadership 
at CASL and bring back what he 
learns to Burroughs.

“I am hopeful I will have learned 
how to be a better person in gen-
eral, because in the words of John 
Cosner, ‘I want to be someone who 
makes things happen’”

As shown by Luu, students can 
be inspired by others to aspire in 
themselves and at their school.

 

Junior Monica Floyd wrote 
down her goals at last year’s 
CASL conference.
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Social studies classrooms get 
Chromebooks for student use
by Monica Floyd

For the last few years, Bur-
roughs has been incorporating 
educational technology into ev-
eryday classrooms with the use of 
Chromebooks. 

The 21st-century-learning tools 
were first issued in English classes, 
but as time went on they became the 
norm in other classrooms, due to 
the awarding of grants that funded 
the effort. 

Unfortunately, Social Studies 
classes such as Geography and 
History did not have the option of 
Chromebooks in their classroom 
until February of this year.

Chromebooks give the opportu-
nity for students to broaden their 
research in a class and increase 
their technology skills. Most home-
work is now assigned online, such 
as Math classes using MathXL or 
other online study programs. The 
science classes definitely benefit 
from the use of Chromebooks from 
research and projects that increases 
the student’s knowledge. 

Chromebooks don’t only make 
it easier on students, but teach-
ers as well. With the addition of 
Chromebooks, teachers can now 

assign homework more easily us-
ing Google Classroom or other ap-
plications and create activities that 
can create a better understanding 
for certain subjects and in general 
knowledge. 

“We can do online research for 
the various subjects,” said His-
tory and Geography teacher Dora 
Barnes.“We can also incorporate 
some basic skills they will need for 
Common Core.”

Although Chromebooks are very 
beneficial to the classroom, their 
introduction into the classroom 
does have some potential down-
side, from the space they take up 
to the need for teachers to monitor 
students’ off-task behavior. It is also 
difficult to monitor every student 
to make sure they are staying on 
task. As many students know, the 
internet can be a very distracting 
place, especially when work is 
needed to be done. 

“They take up room, but students 
try to use them for other purposes 
other than they were intended to 
be used,” said Barnes. “We have 
to monitor them constantly to make 
sure they are actually working 
and not playing games or wasting 

time.”  
Many teachers use the Hapara 

Dashboard to keep an eye on stu-
dent screens and to close down any 
opened tabs that might distract a 
student from a task at hand. 

Because students are always on-
line procrastinating with social me-
dia, having work online is favorable 
to this generation. Chromebooks  
not only benefit students but teach-
ers as well. Now that every student 
has access to a computer, assigning 
homework has become an ease. 

Teachers and students are now 
familiar with the use of Google 
Classroom, where they can find 
assignments and finish them in all 
one place, so the excuse of “I lost 
it” or “My dog ate my homework” 
is not an option. 

Chromebooks also give a more 
frequent opportunity for group 
work; with the ability to share 
documents, students can now col-
laborate easier and work on projects 
with fellow classmates. Social 
Studies teachers intend to use 
Chromebooks two-to-three times 
a week to encourage a healthy use 
of technology without abandoning 
paper and pencil work.  

Counselor Dave Vigneault walks Junior Sarah Smith through her scheduling 
options for senior year. Registration for next year’s courses is now underway 
for the class of 2016, with sophomore and freshman registration to follow.  
Students will have a few new choices to select from, including an AP English 
Language class for juniors. Several elective courses are actively seeking 
new recruits as well. 
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School’s college-
eligibility rate 
increases from 19.8 
percent to 27.1 
percent. County 
average is 30.7 
percent. State 
average is 42 percent.
by brendan allen

Great news has come to Bur-
roughs High School. The Bur-
roughs graduate a-g requirement 
rate is steadily increasing. The a-g 
requirements are the core require-
ments to be eligible to apply for 
a UC or CSU, and they are very 
achievable in a Burroughs student’s 
high school career.

The growth in Burroughs’ a-g 
rate is quite commendable. Bur-
roughs, a Gold Ribbon Award-
winning school, has been one of 
the highest performing schools in 
Kern County even before our a-g 
rate increased; however, now that 
our a-g rate is up, Burroughs holds 
an even higher spot in the list of 
academically outstanding high 
schools in Kern County. 

Despite this recent increase in 
the college-eligibility rate, Bur-
roughs could still see some more 
improvement. So what is being 
done? 

Some key improvements involve 
the availability of the courses and a 
redirected focus.

Principal Bryan Auld discussed 
such contributing factors.

“Over the past several years we 
have modified courses such that 
there are fewer non-College Prep 
courses available to students along 
with an increased focus on prepar-
ing students for college.”

While the progress is important, 
Auld is somewhat cautious when 
it comes to pushing too hard with 
improving the a-g rate, due to the 
potential impact on other programs. 
One way to improve a-g rates is to 
align them with graduation require-
ments; however, this opens a door 
for new issues.

“Aligning the a-g required 
courses with the local graduation 
requirements is a decision with 
consequences,” said Auld. “For 
example, if a student is required 
to take a third year of math and 
two years of a foreign language to 
graduate, those classes are ‘in place 
of’ and not ‘in addition to’ other 
options. In other words, students 

would not have the same level of 
choice when it comes to vocational 
courses.

“While having a low a-g rate is 
not good, neither is limiting the 
current options that are available 
to students based on interests and 
career aspirations,” explained Auld.

Unfortunately, this decision isn’t 
necessarily up to the staff. 

“The reality is that the state 
priorities will ultimately push us 
in one direction or the other,” said 
Auld. The legislature is currently 
determining what elements of 
school performance to consider 
when computing each school’s 
Academic Performance Index 
(API) which is essentially the 
school’s report card.

Another worrying point regard-
ing a-g rates is a funding issue. 

“In the future, funding SSUSD 
and BHS is tied together into many 
things, one being our a-g eligibil-
ity rate,” said Counselor Dave 
Vigneault, who deals with the a-g 
rate issue on a daily basis with his 
students. 

“If our current rate (17% - 26%) 
does not increase, it is believed that 
our school and district could lose 
funding, thus programs could be 
cut and lost forever.”

Counselors do work to keep 
eligible students on an a-g track. 
They continue to meet regularly 
with students to discuss a-g and 
graduation requirements.

Educating students and families 
about their a-g and graduation 
options is a key component of the 
counselors’ efforts, and they are 
targeting new methods to get the 
word out. 

“We are investigating the future 
use of e-mail notifications, text 
messaging services, auto dialer us-
age, BHS Counselor Website usage, 
and much more,” said Vigneault.

Traditional counseling methods 
include meeting with all students 
a minimum of two times per year, 
visiting classrooms, distributing 
information through the Course 
Description Guide. “Counselors 
do a great job at providing a-g and 
other information to all students 
and parents.  It is always encour-
aged that students and parents use 
all the resources available to help 
educate themselves in regards to 
a-g and other school items.”

One statistic that is very clear? 
“Every student entering BHS in 

the ninth grade is on an a-g track 
regardless of their academic place-
ments,” said Vigneault. 

a chance to pick up new skills at 
the California Association of Stu-
dent Leaders (CASL) conference, 
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by Mackenzie SMall

The first annual Shermies was 
a big success for its first year. Star 
Wars the Force Awakens captured 
the students’ hearts, coming in first 
with thirty-two percent of the votes, 
for favorite movie. Not too far be-
hind was Straight Outta Compton 
with twenty percent of the students 
votes.

Inside Out came in first for best 
animated film with forty-three per-
cent of the votes. It won the heart of 
the students and the academy, taking 
home an Oscar and now a Sher-
mie. Minions came in second with 
twenty-five percent of the votes.

 Leonardo DiCaprio not only 
received an Oscar, he also received 
a Shermie for favorite movie actor, 
with thirty-one percent of the votes. 
Johnny Depp ten percent behind 
Dicaprio with twenty-one percent 
of the votes.

Although Jennifer Lawrence did 
not receive an Oscar, she stole the 
hearts of Burroughs students, win-
ning favorite movie actress with 
thirty-three percent of the students’ 
votes. Scarlett Johansson came in 
second with twenty-three percent 

of the votes.
 Mad Max Fury Road came in 

first at the Oscars, but The Aveng-
ers: Age of Ultron proved to be 
number one in the students hearts. 
It came in first with twenty-three 
percent of the votes. It was fol-
lowed very closely behind The 
Maze Runner: Scorch Trials with 
twenty percent of the votes.

Robert Downey Jr. won favorite 
action movie actor, with twenty-
nine percent of the votes. Vin 
Diesel came in second with twenty 
one percent of the votes. 

Winning with sixty percent of 
the votes, Scarlett Johansson was 
voted favorite action movie actress. 
With seventeen percent of the votes 
Shailene Woodley came in second. 

Pitch Perfect Two won favorite 
comedic movie with thirty-seven 
percent of the votes. In second 
place was Spy with seventeen 
percent of the votes. 

With fifty-five percent of the 
votes, Kevin Hart won favorite co-
medic actor. Second place went to 
Will Ferrell with eighteen percent 
of the votes. 

 Melissa McCarthy won favor-
ite comedic movie actress with 
thirty percent of the votes. Second 
place was Amy Schumer followed 
closely behind by Anna Kendrick.

Johnny Depp won favorite dra-
matic movie actor with thirty-four 
percent of the votes. Will Smith 
followed closely behind with 
twenty-nine percent of the votes. 

Jennifer Lopez won favorite 
dramatic actress with forty-four 
percent of the votes. She was fol-
lowed by Kate Winslet with twenty 
percent of the votes.

by Tara blackwell

People who have seen them-
selves represented in the media 
constantly and without respite 
since before they were even able 
to understand what television was 
often underestimate the importance 
of showcasing all types of people 
in the pop culture voraciously 
consumed by children.

When Mattel, the company that 
makes the beloved children’s toy 
the Barbie doll, chose to expand 
their lineup by including more 
body types, skin tones, and hair 
types earlier this year. many dis-
missed the change as an empty 
act that will prove to make little 
difference in the lives of children 
who play with the doll.

How are we supposed to view 
this act? Is it opportunistic or sin-
cere? Empty or meaningful?  

Admittedly, I don’t believe that 
Mattel chose to make this change 
out of the kindness of their hearts 
or due to  some real desire to garner 
social change. Sales of Barbies 
have been been steadily declining 
for years as children have turned 
to more interactive tech games like 
the ever-popular Minecraft. How-
ever, their agenda as a company 
matters little when it can possibly 
affect the children who play with 
these dolls in a positive way.

When thinking about this topic 
and its social significance, one has 
to think of the psychological effect 
of being bombarded with images 
throughout adolescence of what the 
“ideal woman” is supposed to look 
like and then looking at oneself 
and seeing something drastically 
different. Take it one step further: 
this unreachable standard is con-
veyed through the ridiculous ves-

Move over, Oscars: Students vote for the Shermies

sel of a plastic doll with distorted 
proportions and fine stereotypically 
Eurocentric features. 

Looking back, it’s easy to see 
the disconnect between reality and 
what Mattel chose to market to 
young girls, but at the time it was 
all I and many other girls knew.

Yes, every once and awhile they 
decided to be particularly adventur-
ous and create a brunette Barbie or 
possibly even a Barbie who wasn’t 
as white as snow, but those were the 
exceptions not the rule. 

I cannot begin to explain how 
integral it is for young girls to 
see themselves represented in the 
media while they’re still forming 
ideas concerning body image. 
In 2015, one of the biggest and 
possibly most refreshing trends 
was the movement popularized 
throughout social media dedicated 
to “loving yourself” and casting off 
the idea that outdated social norms 
should dictate what you do or who 
you aspire to be. But how do we 
expect girls especially to do this 
effectively when at every corner 
they are accosted with images de-
picting one type of beauty which is 
toted around as if it is the only type 
that exists? 

What is really necessary for little 
girls to have realistic and healthy 
expectations of the world in which 
they live is seeing a heterogenous 
mix of races, body types, hair 
textures, and the likes when they 
walk through the toy aisle or turn 
on the Disney Channel.  And before 
someone inevitably says this -- no,  
Mattel’s decision is not diversity 
for diversity’s sake. It’s reality.
Doll ranges and television shows 
alike should be diverse because 
people are. 

They’re not playing around anymore: Long overdue 
Barbie update sends empowering message of diversity

by brendan allen

As the United States moves 
closer to the election date, candi-
dates are pushing the American 
society for votes. 

Many candidates are seeking to 
woo younger votes to their ticket 
-- but can they actually count on 
them? 

A major issue among the teen 
voting population is that they may 
not be intelligently preparing to 
select a candidate who will be in 
office for the next four years of 
their lives. This brings up the issue 
of informed voting.

It is extremely important for 
teens to vote, but they also must 
be informed. American citizens, 
especially teens, need to do their 
research on the candidates in the 
presidential election. 

Voting without the proper knowl-
edge of what a candidate will do 
to our country is like signing a 
contract without reading its terms; 
it is irresponsible and quite frankly 
stupid. 

Voters of all ages need to go past 
the brief platform that a candidate 
proclaims, dig deeper than the 
headlines and soundbites,  and do 
thorough research. If this research 
is a waste of time, then you are truly 
doing a disservice to America and 
yourself. Sure, there are probably 
a few things about each candidate 
that may not be satisfying; how-
ever, there is a line, and it is impor-
tant to find that line and see which 
candidates have already ended up 
on the other side.

Part of being an informed voter 
is telling the future, not literally; 

however, is it essential to look at 
where you will be within the next 
four-years and ask yourself if you 
will be looking towards the same 
candidates as you are now. Within 
the next four-years, most of us will 
be attending college, and some 
may have graduated already. Will 
you have a job? Will you have a 
family? These are all significant 
questions to ask yourself, and are 
truly essential to get the candidates 
stances on the subjects.

If you are eligible to vote in this 
upcoming election, vote! However, 
do not be irresponsible with your 
voice. Be responsible, do your 
research, and cast a genuinely 
educated vote. It will pay off for 
yourself, and it will pay off for 
America.

Election presents test for teen voters

Marketing announcement via Barbie.com

This should be a lesson to Mattel 
or any other company who deigns 
to say they have created a product 

that is even somewhat realistic; in 
the future they should try to imitate 
the reality a woman will inevitably 

have to face instead of trying to 
create their own. 



helping her get to the college of her 
choice next year. 

“Being face to face with the col-
lege students and campuses really 
put things into a new perspective 
for me,” said Shepard. “I was con-
sidering things that had never oc-
curred to me before. The tour was 
a slight awakening to my current 
position with my classes and where 
I need to get by my senior year.”

Vigneault has already be-
gun seeing beneficial chang-
es in the students’ demeanor 
in their scholastics. 

“I have heard many stu-
dents comment on what they 
need to do more of, or better 
at in school this semester 
and next in order to go to 
college,” said Vigneault. “I 
have seen students take a 
more attentive approach to 
school and classes since we 
have returned.”

Based on feedback after 
the tour, the College Tour 
was largely successful this 
year; many students came 
back home with more insight 
into the various universities 
available in California and 
what each are looking for in 
potential attendees. 

Vigneault knows how suc-
cessful the trip was based on the 
extensive positive feedback he’s 
received both at home and away. 

“From comments and feedback 
I have received from parents here 
at BHS, and out-in-town, they have 
been all positive.  I am hearing 
things such as how much of a posi-
tive impact the trip has made on 
kids as they begin their final push 
to October / November 2016 and 
the college application timeline.”
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By Julia Ernst

As the 2015-2016 school year is 
rounding out, juniors are preparing 
for the upcoming challenges senior 
year brings with applying for and 
being accepted into colleges. 

To complement students’ col-
lege preparation experience with 
SATs and taking rigorous courses, 
BHS counselors Kerri Graves, 
Pauline Starnes, and Dave Vi-
gneault offer junior students 
college-prep opportunities with 
their annual college tour.

Such first-hand awareness 
cannot be taught in a class-
room or on a website. For 
many juniors who attended 
the 2016 College Tour, the 
experience was a first look 
at potential schools to at-
tend after graduation and 
a first look at college life

Students were kept 
busy with the high tem-
po of the trip, touring 
nine different private 
and public schools 
over the three day 
trip. 

With a few op-
portunities for self-
guided tours on 
campuses, students 
choosing their rooming 
and seating arrangements, 
and freedoms at the local dinner 
hotspots, many juniors who at-
tended felt a new sense of freedom 
and caught a glimpse of what col-
lege might bring. 

Students toured the follow-
ing nine universities: San Diego 
State University, University of 
San Diego, UC San Diego, UC 
Irvine, CSU Long Beach, Loyola 
Marymount University, University 

Juniors get a glimpse of colleges

By timothy nEipp

With less than a month to go 
before opening, BHS Drama Advi-
sor Tristan Kratz and her cast are 
hard at work in preparation for 
the “Shakespeare-adjacent” play 
“Goodnight Desdemona, Good 

Thespians excited to put on Shakespearean tribute
Morning Juliet.”

While students of Shakespeare 
may recognize the names of two of 
his most famous female characters 
in the play’s title, Kratz is quick 
to point out that this play is not a 
Shakespeare play. 

“It is a play by Ann-Marie 
MacDonald that uses elements of 
two of Shakespeare’s tragedies, 
‘Othello’ and ‘Romeo and Juliet,’” 
explained Kratz. “It’s a funny play. 
Period. The cast was busting up 
laughing all the way through our 
initial re-through.”

She does think the play has a 
certain universal quality.

“I’d like to think that all of these 
characters and the situations and 
circumstances in which they find 
themselves remind us of ourselves, 
and allow us to both look at and 
laugh at our foibles and follies,” 
said Kratz. 

“It is also a very witty, clever 
and funny play with a focus on 
being able to discern what we 
know to be true versus what we 
think know, and/or what we need/
want to believe is true, challeng-
ing preconceived ideas and self-
actualization.” 

Kratz said she chose “Good-
night Desdemona, Good Morning 
Juliet” because of its Shakespear-
ean roots. 

“[Since] the world is honoring 
the 400th anniversary of William 
Shakespeare’s death, it seems fit-
ting to do a play that demonstrates 
that the stories and characters that 
he created so long ago still hold 

Kyla Sanders
Freshman

“I like to eat and hang 
out with friends.”

   Mitchell Batzer
Junior

“I like to run, hang out 
with friends, and play 

Dungeons and Dragons 
with my mom.”

Aaron Wadelin 
Senior

“Stay home and sleep.”

Derek Zhang
Chemistry Teacher 

“ I’ll be travelling to 
Santa Barbra and Los 
Angeles this year... if I 

can get out of working at  
Tokyo House.”

?What
are your 
spring 
break 
plans?

By JoE osorio

On February 25,  Senior Sydney 
Siler received the Military Youth 
of the Year Award. 

This great award given to a top 
student in the China Lake area is 
presented through the Boys and 
Girls Club. 

While Siler received a very nice 
trophy at the February ceremony, 
she has the opportunity to take 
home an even bigger prize in 
future competition. 

By winning, she now has the op-
portunity to compete at state with 
an award of a $5,000 scholarship 
renewable up to four years. 

Siler said was very anxious as 
the competition got closer. She 
spent her time practicing all week 
and reviewing her work to have the 
perfect speech. 

“I was nervous because it’s a 
big deal to win,” said Siler. “I 
have never spoken in front of that 
many people, and I couldn’t use 
very many notes so most of it was 
from memory.”

“It was one of the only things on 
my mind prior to my speech, and I 
was so relieved when it was over.”

Siler said her AVID teacher, 
Ernestina Palerm Wilson, helped 
her develop her speech.

“It was a ton of work, but it 
definitely paid off,” said Siler. “I 
rewrote my speech a ton of times 
until I had exactly what I wanted 
in it,” stated Siler. 

Senior Siler receives Military 
Youth of the Year Award

The next stages of this competi-
tion if she wins state are the poten-
tial for a $10,000 scholarship at the 

value.”
Sophomore Janelle Robins will 

take a lead turn as Constance, a 
young English literature professor 
whose research into Shakespeare 
takes her -- and the audience -- on 
an unexpected journey. 

“The highlight of the play is 
the discovery of one’s true self,” 
Robins promised.

Several cast members wrote 
about the importance of the play 
and their upcoming performance.

“The energy I feel when I get into 
character is different each time as a 
new character has a different type 
of energy,” said Felicity Browne, 
who plays the Ghost. “What I like 
about my character is the riddle 
like lines and the mystery of who 
the ghost is.” 

Justin Dela Cruz, who plays 
Tybalt, had high praise for the play 
and experience. 

“I walked up on stage during 
auditions because I wanted to try 
and be brave, something that is 
really hard for me. On that stage, I 
felt like I was someone new.”

Dela Cruz said the highlight of 
the play is its “comedic genius,” but 
he loves the cast more.

“The cast is a group of people 
who are fun and exciting,” he said. 
“Even though the script gave me a 

few laughs, the cast gave me even 
more.”

Kamryn Jordan, who performs 
as Juliet’s nurse, is eager for the 
experience. 

“The energy I feel getting into 
character is actually rather exhila-
rating,” said Jordan. “The idea of 
putting on a character for the joy 
of others is the cause of my joy.”

Idalia Mendoza, who plays Ra-
mona, has an interesting interpreta-
tion of the play. 

“I think the highlight of “Good-
night Desdemona, Good Morning 
Juliet” is Constance’s idea that “Ro-
meo and Juliet” and “Othello” were 
indeed comedies and not tragedies 
like society has stated.”

Rebeccah Rumph is eager for 
her role as Othello’s tragic heroine.

“I feel fire within me as Des-
demona. I feel passionate about 
everything, and ready to fight or 
fight for everyone. I love how loyal 
and enthusiastic she is towards 
everything.” 

Sydney Barney, Juliet’s servant, 
has a love for the stage. 

“There is nothing more satisfy-
ing to me than seeing people do 
something that they obviously love 
and put themselves into,” said Bar-
ney. “There was no lack of talent at 
auditions.” 

Seniors Zach Hall and Hayley Cleveland  read through scripts in 
anticipation  of their upcoming play.

photo by Corey Young
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break!
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regional level and  $25,000 at the 
national. At the national level,   the 
President will present the award.  

Senior Sydney Siler is congratulated by her AVID teacher Ernestina Palerm 
Wilson at her awards ceremony.

Contributed photo

of Southern California, UC Los 
Angeles, and CSU Northridge. 

A higlight from the tour was the 
great exposure to a variety of dif-
ferent types of campuses out there. 

“I really enjoyed the different 
campuses,” said attendee Brendan 
Allen. “Some offered a really 
robust atmosphere, while others 
appealed to a more calm outlook.” 

Juniors who attended came back 
with better understandings of what 
the future will hold scholastically 
and will help to ease the tensions of 
college application season. 

Emma Shepard felt the trip was 
enlightening and will be crucial in 
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The senior Burroughs robotics 
team is currently preparing for 
the CREATE US Open Robotics 
Championship that is taking place 
in Iowa on April 6-10.

The team members will be com-
peting in a variety of events at the 
competition, having earned their 
spot by placing in the state and 
regional levels of this competition.

“As a first year team, it is incred-
ibly exciting to have the opportuni-
ty to compete with some of the best 
teams in the country,” said Team 
Captain Sydney Marler. “This is a 
really special group. It’s exciting to 
see all of our work pay off.”

One of the events the team will 
compete in is entitled “Nothing 
but Net” and will involve the Bur-
roughs team forming an alliance 
with another robotics team. The 
two teams will then work together 
to attain a higher score than the op-
posing alliance by utilizing robots 
to score balls into designated high 
and low goals. The team will reach 

BHS team gets ready for Open Robotics Championship
these higher goals,which are also 
worth more points, by elevating 
their robots. 

Throughout the month of March, 
the robotics team will be adjusting 
and fine tuning the robots that have 
been created to perform tasks such 
as “Nothing but Net” in order to 
ready their machines for the com-
petition in April.

“We have been developing a lift-
ing mechanism to lift other robots 
on the field. We have also been 
refining the launcher on the robot 
to improve its precision in scoring 
field objects,” said Marler.

The trip is being funded using a 
variety of sources including Perkins 
money, which is a grant for STEM 
in secondary education, as well as a 
crowdfunding effort on  Gofundme  
set up by the club. 

For anyone wishing to con-
tribute, the URL is https://www.
gofundme.com/n6B6JCQC.

“We have met our minimum 
target but any extra [contribution] 

is welcome,”  said Engineering 
Teacher Damien Jacotin, who is 
sponsor of the club. Additional 
money could be helpful to the 
team, who are planning on using 
extra funds for VEX parts and 
microcontrollers. 

The group is very excited about 
having the opportunity to go to 
Iowa, thanks to their successful 
fundraising. 

“The response from the com-
munity has been overwhelming. It 
is so good to know that we have so 
many people who are passionate 
about the program,” said Marler. 

Principal Bryan Auld had high 
praise for the club’s winning ways, 
noting that the Burros are compet-
ing successfully against many 
school teams whose members actu-
ally work on their competition in a 
class during the school day. 

While their club status might 
theoretically put BHS at a disad-
vantage, they do  appear ready to 
take on the challenge.

Senior contestants Ethan Borden and Frederick Farris strut their stuff as 
they participate in Mr. BHS.
    

by Julia Ernst

Senior Garrett Cornelius man-
aged to engineer a successful run at 
the Mr. BHS title during the annual 
pageant, held Friday, March 4, at 
the Parker Performing Arts Center.

Cornelius, who beforehand said 
he was going to rely on “true skill,” 
captured the final victory, but it was 
the audience who really won, with 
a night full of entertainment. 

Cornelius was joined by seven-
teen other competitors, who battled 
it out in a competition of charm, 
character, and congeniality as they 
tried to woo a panel of third party 
judges along with an enthusiastic 
crowd. 

For those who remain unaware 
of the highly-anticipated event, Mr. 
BHS is an all-male beauty pag-
eant where the winner is awarded 
the title of “Mr. Burroughs High 
School” and lifelong bragging 
rights, with all the proceeds going 
to the senior class fund. 

The competition is critiqued 
in three areas: an introductory 
entrance where they escort some 
of the loveliest young ladies in 
the Indian Wells Valley; swimsuit 
competition; and a talent act -- all 
of which are up to the contestants’ 
own creative devices. The judges 
were former Mr. BHS contestants.

To prepare for a successful, 
smoothly-run event, Mr. BHS 
participants spend their lunch 
periods and weekends practicing 
and preparing.

ASB Advisor Eileen Poole was 
enthusiastic about the performance 
and the level of involvement.

“Wow!” she said. “What a great 
show this year. We had a record 
18 participants and they were all 
talented kids. The PPAC was re-
ally full, and the audience really 
loved it.”

While ASB is still awaiting a 
figure for how much money was 
raised, the high-energy event defi-
nitely raised   the audience’s spirits.

“A few parents and colleagues 
have told me this was the best show 
they’ve seen,” said Poole. “I will 
not disagree! The kids -- ASB and 
performers -- had a blast.”

Mr. BHS featured an array of 
unique performances by the boys, 
such as Senior Alex Orihuela’s live 
spray-paint art session, Senior Levi 
Wheeler’s successful escape artist 
attempt, Senior Trevor Atencio’s 
Baskin Robins ice-cream scooping 
number, and many more.  

Judges narrowed down the 
competition to the top three: Junior 
Sawyer Chrisman and Seniors Gar-
rett Cornelius and Wyatt Karakas. 
Each of the three finalists was 
asked a deciding question by 
pageant host Senior Ana Estudillo-
Ramirez. 

Based on their thoughtful and 
inspiring responses, the judges 
awarded Cornelius the crown, 
leaving Chrisman and Karakas as 
runners-up.

Junior Emma Mower was thor-
oughly entertained by the amusing 
performance. 

“One of my favorite parts was 
when the guys danced together in 
one big group! Absolutely hilari-
ous!” she exclaimed.

There was not a dull moment 
during Friday night’s ecstatic 
production, which also boasted 
performances by former BHS 
Chemistry Teacher John Cosner; 
the BHS Varsity Cheer Squad; 
last year’s Mr. BHS winner Junior 
Michael Skipworth; and musical 
guests Albert Bermudez and Brent 
Boberg, who were former Mr. BHS 
contestants. 

Overall, the production was  
high energy and amazingly ex-
ecuted. If you missed this year’s 
shindig, be sure to join in on the 
fun next year! 

Mr. BHS participants present their new dance moves at the start of the show on Friday night.
           

Senior Wyatt Karakas kicks back on stage and exhibits what he will be 
wearing this swim suit season.
    

Mr. BHS offers crowd-pleasing entertainment 

Senior Garrett Cornelius, winner of Mr. BHS, tempts the crowd with his 
original cooking techniques he demonstrated. 

Junior Torin Fuller reps his American flag and gold medals as he 
takes victory laps on stage during the swimsuit portion of the contest.
     

Runners-up Junior 
Sawyer Chrisman 

(left) and Senior 
Wyatt Karakas 

(right) celebrate 
Senior Garrett 

Cornelius’ crowning 
achievement. 

   
   
  

All photos by Julia 
Ernst

Senior Kevin Seaman works to perfect the Robotics Club’s entry into 
their upcoming competition.                            photo by Tara Blackwell

Jacotin encourages new mem-
bers or those interested to take a 
look at the Robotics Club and see 
what is has to offer. 

“If people want to come and 
see what we do, they’re more than 
welcome to come Fridays after 
school.”
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